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1. THEATER 
PRODUCTIONS

MARY NOHL GRANT - PORTRAITS & STORIES PROJECT
First Stage partnered with renown local photographer Paul Calhoun, to create photographic portraits of 
approximately 32 youth from area middle and high schools. Portraits were accompanied by students’ personal 
stories. 

The Portraits and Stories exhibit was displayed at the Todd Wehr Theater and at the Milwaukee Youth Arts Center 
during the run of ANTARCTICA, WI.

Participating schools: 
• Maryland Montessori
• Milwaukee High School of the Arts
• Parkside Middle School 
• Reagan High School
• University School of Milwaukee
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MARYLAND MONTESSORI
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PARKSIDE MIDDLE SCHOOL
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MARY NOHL GRANT – ANTARCTICA, WI MURAL
Local artist and muralist James Tomasello worked with eight TrueSkool students to create a mural 
inspired by ANTARCTICA, WI. The mural was installed in the lobby of the Milwaukee Youth Arts Center.
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1. THEATER 
PRODUCTIONS

MARY NOHL GRANT – SELF-EXPLORATION BOOKLET
Filled with narrative prompts connected to the play’s themes, the booklet gave young people the opportunity to: 

• Take a fascinating journey of self-exploration; As they learn to see themselves more clearly, they will understand 

others and the world around them better;

• Think deeper, use their creative powers, and take risks; 

• See themselves as authors of their own life;

• Start seeing themselves as change agents in their community to help bring healing and serve as inspiration for 

their communities 

This booklet was distributed to ANTARCTICA, WI youth audience members and was also used in our Theater in 
Education programming.
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BRICO FUND GRANT – LISTENING CIRCLES
First Stage will partnered with the Zeidler Center for Public Discussion to bring youth together to 
continue the conversations around ANTARCTICA, WI., providing an opportunity to share personal 
experiences and deeply listen to each other while building trust and empathy.

First Stage used the Listening Circles to: 

• Foster understanding

• Provoke discussion

• Inspire healing
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BRICO FUND GRANT – LISTENING CIRCLES

Listening Circles with schools 
School pairings:
• Parkside Middle School and Wisconsin Hills Middle School in Brookfield
• Trowbridge School in Milwaukee and Lakeshore Middle School in Mequon
• Carmen Middle School in Milwaukee and Maple Dale Elementary in Fox Point

Listening Circles around LGBT theme

Partners and allies:
• LGBT Center of Milwaukee
• Diverse & Resilient
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• The Rep Youth Council
• First Stage (Young Company, Touring Company, and Student Advisory Board)



ADDITIONAL COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT EVENTS AROUND ANTARCTICA, WI

• Opening night reception to celebrate the play and the opening of Portraits & Stories project exhibit

• Gathering and celebration for all Mary Nohl Grant projects participants at Vogel Hall. April 5, 2018.

• Extended Talkbacks

Saturday, April 14, following the 3:30 pm performance: Artistic Director Jeff Frank shared the story of how 
and why a playwright from the other side of the world wound up crafting this play inspired by the citizens of 
Milwaukee.

Saturday, April 21, following the 3:30 pm performance: Behind-the-scenes information with Technical 
Director Emily Adams and Design Supervisor Brandon Kirkham, who shared the story of the scenic design 
and creation for ANTARCTICA, WI and the magic of bringing it to life.
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