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at the Todd Wehr Theater Directions

In Milwaukee there lives a very special young man. One who sees more deeply than
others. He sees so much that he loves in his city, but he also sees the fractures. And when
this special boy begins to see icebergs floating into Milwaukee, he alone must find a way
to help his community navigate through the dangerous waters. From internationally
recognized playwright Finegan Kruckemeyer comes a contemporary folk tale inspired by
conversations with our community. Suggested for families with young people ages 10 -
77-.&
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MARY NOHL GRANT - PORTRAITS & STORIES PROJECT

First Stage partnered with renown local photographer Paul Calhoun, to create photographic portraits of
approximately 32 youth from area middle and high schools. Portraits were accompanied by students’ personal
stories.

The Portraits and Stories exhibit was displayed at the Todd Wehr Theater and at the Milwaukee Youth Arts Center
during the run of ANTARCTICA, WI.

Participating schools:

* Maryland Montessori

* Milwaukee High School of the Arts
* Parkside Middle School

* Reagan High School

* University School of Milwaukee



XELREE COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT

Tmmﬁorm " L ves 'r'arawjl« Theater




XELREE COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT

T;’msﬁorm "9 L wves T r‘owjl« Theater




XEIREE COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT

|nn~.s}~.;y'm.r..} Lives Thro "") Theater
\

Portraits & Stories Project

Our community is filled with so many different people, each with a rich and complex story beyond the face we see. We invite you to take a deeper look at some local teens who
graciously shared a bit of their personal stories. These teenagers live in all different corners of our Greater Milwaukee community. Some were born in Milwaukee and have always lived
here. Others have made Milwaukee their home away from home. Milwaukee is as diverse as what you'll see on these walls.

Listen to the voices of our teenagers. In sharing their stories, these young people are teaching us about our own lives through their honesty, their courage and their hopes for the future.

We are deeply grateful to photographer Paul Calhoun for giving us a glimpse into the souls of each of the participants. We also want to acknowledge the Greater Milwaukee Foundation,
Mary L. Nohl Fund, for their generous support of this exhibit.

Visual arts project sponsored by: GMEF (, reater Milwaukee
XE.R o FOUNDATION

'rmnsﬁcrm ) Lives Hnlcujn To\(.ﬂ:{f \LH’)‘ L. Nohl Fund
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MARY NOHL GRANT - ANTARCTICA, WI MURAL

Local artist and muralist James Tomasello worked with eight TrueSkool students to create a mural
inspired by ANTARCTICA, WI. The mural was installed in the lobby of the Milwaukee Youth Arts Center.
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MARY NOHL GRANT - SELF-EXPLORATION BOOKLET

Filled with narrative prompts connected to the play’s themes, the booklet gave young people the opportunity to:

* Take a fascinating journey of self-exploration; As they learn to see themselves more clearly, they will understand
others and the world around them better;

* Think deeper, use their creative powers, and take risks;

* See themselves as authors of their own life;

» Start seeing themselves as change agents in their community to help bring healing and serve as inspiration for
their communities

This booklet was distributed to ANTARCTICA, WI youth audience members and was also used in our Theater in
Education programming.
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An Exciting Explovation Inspired by
Fivst Stage's Production of ANTARCTICA, Wi
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A Excd'mg Exploation Inspived by
Fivst Stage's Production of ANTARCTICA, Wi

= WHAT MATTERS TO YOU

PO e e e e s s eI esreorereceererEPEOOITIROOIOEREORBRERRS TS Y

y story bas a hero. In ANTARCTICA, KI, the hero i
gine heroes to be. This play shows us that a hero

8 not a superher is what we

a normal
you go to school with, anyone you pass co the street. They become your hero
when you discover how special they are.

Do you have a hero in your ife? Why is that person your heve? What does your heve do Hhat is
important Fo you?

Here are words Hhat come to mind
when we Hink of values: respect,
trush, houesty, fairmess, kindness,
vesmsxbxhéy genevesity. Think of
a few more..

what are your hero's values that
are importent o you
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others interesting. Write what experience it was, how you felt; what you learmed and how you
changed as a rem’ﬁ
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An Excd'mg Exploration Inspived by
Fivst Stage's Production of ANTARCTICA, Wi
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one of the kids from the play, bas a very active mind and imagines people
around him as icebergs
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Captain describes Lenny as hav xrq a *weird, figure-things-out brain® and Michelle as
having a “don't-h iy fust-do-it brain.* Captain herself has a
practical brain. she feels good doing s«wr ng until it’s dooe
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An Exciting Explovation Inspived by
Fivst Stage's Production of ANTARCTICA, Wi
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In what ways are you ke most kids your age?

In what ways are you Aifferent From most kids your age? What is your weird?

Sometimes, when you lock within,

« realize you have feelings that aren't all that
comfortable. For example, you may feel angry about sceething. In the play, Janelle and
Marvin have scmething to say about feeling angry

what are Hhe Hhings Hhat make you angry?

what do yeu do when yeu feel angry? Does it make Hhings better or worse aftenvards?

I what you Ao makes things werse, is theve semething about your behavior Hat you would like
to change?

In the play, Terry,
shares his though

young police officer,

with Marvin when he sees
Marvin getting upset and ready to fight:
w Yo el Al
\,JV\Q‘SQ. & 60‘\’
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De you Hhink it's O +o feel angry? B ¥Es il o
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An Excd'mg Exploration Inspived by
Fivst Stage's Production of ANTARCTICA, Wi
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The kids in ANTARCTICA, Wi live in Milwaukee and play baseball in Hhe same vacant lot, but
Hhey live in diffevent neighberhoeds and 9o to Aifferent schecls. They belong to different
communities, Lisk your communities:

Neighberheed
City (or rown) and ceunty
Schael groups and/or sports reams yeu belong to

Any other community you beleng +o

why do you like your communities?

what values Ao you Hhink are wecessary to live in community?

Let's talk mere abeut your ity. Like with iceberss, matky pecple only see what's above the
surface. What words do Hhey use to descrive yeur city! (These words cam be 9¢od or bad,)

what weuld you like Hiem to know abeut your city?

Early in the play, Lenny compares Nilvaukee to Antarctica

Lewny does't like the division he sees in Milwaukee. Are there situations in Milwaukee Hhat
you dow' kke?

But lenay has hope:

Y

I you could talk to Milwaukee's leaders, what would you ask Hhem to do? What are your hepes
for Milwaukee?

Whatt can you do, big or swall, to help bring the change tHhat you want +o see?
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BRICO FUND GRANT - LISTENING CIRCLES

First Stage will partnered with the Zeidler Center for Public Discussion to bring youth together to
continue the conversations around ANTARCTICA, WI., providing an opportunity to share personal
experiences and deeply listen to each other while building trust and empathy.

First Stage used the Listening Circles to:
* Foster understanding
* Provoke discussion

* Inspire healing
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BRICO FUND GRANT - LISTENING CIRCLES

Listening Circles with schools

School pairings:
* Parkside Middle School and Wisconsin Hills Middle School in Brookfield

* Trowbridge School in Milwaukee and Lakeshore Middle School in Mequon
e Carmen Middle School in Milwaukee and Maple Dale Elementary in Fox Point

Listening Circles around LGBT theme

Partners and allies:

* LGBT Center of Milwaukee * The Rep Youth Council
e Diverse & Resilient * First Stage (Young Company, Touring Company, and Student Advisory Board)
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ADDITIONAL COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT EVENTS AROUND ANTARCTICA, WI
* Opening night reception to celebrate the play and the opening of Portraits & Stories project exhibit
* Gathering and celebration for all Mary Nohl Grant projects participants at Vogel Hall. April 5, 2018.

 Extended Talkbacks

Saturday, April 14, following the 3:30 pm performance: Artistic Director Jeff Frank shared the story of how
and why a playwright from the other side of the world wound up crafting this play inspired by the citizens of
Milwaukee.

Saturday, April 21, following the 3:30 pm performance: Behind-the-scenes information with Technical
Director Emily Adams and Design Supervisor Brandon Kirkham, who shared the story of the scenic design
and creation for ANTARCTICA, WI and the magic of bringing it to life.



