
WE VALUE  
ALL VOICES  
ON OUR STAGE

In our community, every 
voice deserves to be heard.



This fall, Renaissance Theaterworks (RTW) moves our familiar brand 
of provocative, courageous theater to a larger new space at the  
255 South Water Building with plenty of room for inclusive storytelling 
that makes audiences think harder, laugh louder, and feel more. 

Many of these stories would not see the stage without the thoughtful artistic vision that 
guides our play selection. We believe audiences should see themselves, and what they are 
passionate about, on stage. Relevant, intimate theater challenges thinking and grows 
comfort zones. It reflects community conversations.

We are Milwaukee’s only professional theater company founded and run by women — 
a company that has been promoting the work of women, onstage and off, since 1993. Only 
one other professional theater company in America founded by women has been doing 
what we do for longer, in New York City. 

Most of the theater world does not look like us. Nationally, plays written by women account 
for less than 30% of all plays produced in theaters, and female writers of color account for 
only 6%. That doesn’t make sense when women make up the majority — about 70% — of 
theater audiences. At RTW, where women set the stage, women are 75% of the 1,000 theater 
professionals who have found opportunities with us since our debut in 1993.

But we are more than a female-run theater company. We connect all people — and what 
it means to be human — through vibrant, visceral storytelling.

We are eager to brand our new space as our own. We can’t wait to welcome back our loyal 
audience and grow our next-generation audience there. 

We have worked hard to earn your support. Since our founding in 1993, we have been 
careful stewards of our audiences and resources. We have never taken out a line of credit. 
Sold-out performances, glowing critical reviews, a dedicated subscriber base, and national 
interest in our mission are proof of our success.

Sustaining our unique vision for inclusive, socially-relevant theater 
requires a long-term commitment of giving. As we move to the  
255 South Water Building, we’re also shifting our fundraising 
vision to boldly and strategically propel us into the future.

When you arrive for the show, we’ll invite you to immerse yourself in a bold story that unfolds 
right in front of you. After the show, mingle in our cozy new lobby over libations. Remember 
us and support us by taking home RTW merchandise. Savor the piece of artisan chocolate 
we hand you on your way out the door to thank you for spending the evening with us.
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This is how we have consistently created outstanding theater and 
pushed to redefine Milwaukee’s artistic landscape since 1993.

We choose only high-impact stories that touch minds and hearts. When we take on difficult 
subjects, we are respectful and focus on the human connection. It must be a good play 
first; not just reflect an issue.

We break stereotypes, produce a wide range of themes, and pay attention to balance. 
We consider plays with interesting female characters, but not to the exclusion of male or 
nonconforming gender voices. 

As a community, we must intentionally create space for social justice — necessary 
conversations that can be uncomfortable. But we believe understanding is nurtured, not 
forced. First, everyone must feel included in the conversation. We start there.

Each season, we carefully select three bold, main-stage shows to move audiences to 
reflection, and a new understanding of themselves and the issues of our day. From 
there, we hope our audiences will be moved to action in their own lives, and in the 
community.

Over the past two seasons, we built awareness of human trafficking, explored mental illness, 
and shed light on the opioid crisis in the rural Midwest.

When a play explores sensitive issues, we invite community experts to lead discussions 
around those issues and offer resources to those affected. Experts from Aurora Healing 
Center led a post-show-discussion when we produced “Blackbird” — a play about abuse — 
for example.

RENAISSANCE THEATERWORKS:  
THEATER THAT WORKS

Those under age 30 can take advantage of our discount subscription package. We are 
exploring other promotions, like a $20 midweek ticket for an affordable evening of pizza 
and theater. 

Community outreach builds access to theater. We took an extremely dark and outrageous 
comedy to 195 inmates at the Taycheedah Women’s Correctional Facility near Fond du Lac. 
Behind security fences topped by rolled razor wire, the captive audience responded with a 
standing ovation for the two actresses during their curtain call.

We believe everyone should be able  
to experience moving theater.



NEED IMPACT PROJECTED  
COST

Creative talent and 
stage production 
technology

Enhance diversity, equity and inclusion by attracting, 
hiring, and supporting the best artistic talent – onstage 
and behind the scenes, collaborating with local, national 
and international partners.

$150,000

Exterior building 
signage

Design a bold, inviting art installation in addition to our 
mural to create a clear, exterior identity for RTW. $100,000

Welcoming interior 
space – Updated 
lobby to create our 
new artistic home 

Warmly welcome patrons to mingle before and after 
the show, advertise upcoming productions, support us 
through branded merchandise from a boutique kiosk, 
and learn our story and production plans through 
interior signage and display case.

$115,000

Professional program 
and administrative 
office space

Provide staff the individual space and resources adjacent 
to the theater to do their work at the highest level. $200,000

Marketing, public 
relations and 
branding

Expand our reach: Leverage expert advice on new 
opportunities provided by the move, expanding outreach 
to build and diversify audiences.

$135,000

HELP US MOVE $700,000

FUNDRAISING FOR ALL VOICES
 
To make who we are — and what we do — more visible in the community, we are planning a 
major marketing push. We will ensure our new home reflects what we are about in its design 
and the personal touches that make spending an evening with us enjoyable. 

If we are to attract a larger and more diverse audience, we first must introduce ourselves 
through smart marketing and branding.

Our new artistic home is a larger, state-of-the-art theater and completely handicap-
accessible with both wheelchair accessibility and an advanced technology hearing loop 
listening system. 

This larger space with advanced technology allows us to grow our audience capacity by 50%.

To ensure we can continue our brand of storytelling well into the future, make our new home 
“our own,” enhance audience experience and attract new patrons, we have set a fundraising 
goal of $700,000. 



Make a Lasting Impact: Planned Giving
You can have a lasting impact on both our audiences and the diverse artists we embrace 
through planned giving .

Become part of our Renaissance Society by including Renaissance Theaterworks in your 
estate plan. Renaissance Society donors are recognized during their lifetime, knowing their 
gift will help our provocative, courageous brand of theater continue to thrive.
 
A gift designated for Renaissance Society will help Theaterworks share stories you won’t 
hear elsewhere. You also may honor a friend or family member by making a gift.

We strive to treat you like you’re a guest in our home — sharing 
stories that reflect the world as best we can.  
~Suzan Fete & Lisa Rasmussen

I can objectively state that I count the women of Renaissance 
Theaterworks among a handful of my most critical supporters. 
Renaissance Theaterworks empowered me, challenged me, and 
helped prepare me for a rewarding career in a difficult business, 
all while providing stimulating entertainment for the residents of 
Milwaukee. What more can we ask of our community organizations?  
~Carrie Coon, Emmy and Critic’s Choice Award Winning Actress

Script the Unexpected: Cash Reserves
If there’s anything the events of 2020 have taught us, it’s that the careful fiscal management, 
balanced budgeting and stable cash reserves we have maintained throughout our history 
are vital for us to weather an unexpected storm. 

We must deepen our financial reserves to ensure we can continue 
telling stories, and continue avoiding debt, before the next storm hits.
A sustainable theater company has sufficient levels of readily-available funds to meet daily 
needs, to cover unforeseen expenses or shortfalls, and to avoid serious cash flow crunches. 
The recommended amount of cash reserves is enough to sustain operations for six months.

FUND OUR SAVINGS ACCOUNT: $300,000.
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