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POPULATION

600,154

MEDIAN AGE

31.6

MEDIAN HOUSEHOLD INCOME
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Sneak Peek event
April 12, 2016

Attendees: 76





BRONZEVILLE WEEK
August 6, 2016



THE POLICE IN OUR COMMUNITY
Panel Conversation
MYAC – August 8, 2016



Partners:
• Alderwoman Milele Coggs
• Friends of Bronzeville development organization
• Fire and Police Commission
• City of Milwaukee Office of Violence Prevention
• League of Martin – African American police officers
• Artist Mutope Johnson

Attendees: 70



WHAT MAKES A STRONG COMMUNITY
Spoken Word workshop

MLK Library – November 12, 2016

Attendees: 16



WELCOME TO BRONZEVILLE opening night
January 13, 2017









MILWAUKEE’S BRONZEVILLE, 1900-1950
Historic photo exhibit

On view at the Theater January 13-February 5

Goals:
• To set the stage for WELCOME TO BRONZEVILLE
• To honor Milwaukee’s African American rich history
• To enhance the audience’s theater experience



There is a lot of beauty in this community. By 
telling the Bronzeville story, I hope to inspire 
young people and families of all races to forge 
their own journey of self-discovery, re-examine 
the choices they make, be more thoughtful to 
one another, and find ways to connect with and 
celebrate their unique cultural heritages.

~Sheri Williams Pannell
playwright and director of Welcome to Bronzeville

The photographs in this exhibit were 
carefully chosen by Paul Geenen for his 
book Milwaukee’s Bronzeville, 1900-1950.







BRONZEVILLE –
A CELEBRATION OF COMMUNITY

Gallery Exhibit
On view January 13 – February 5, 2017





January 20th, 2017



An event for children around being a good 
neighbor, one of the main themes in 
WELCOME TO BRONZEVILLE. Organized in 
partnership with PBS Kids and the Marcus 
Center. Activities provided by PBS Kids, 
the Fire and Police Departments, 
Children’s Hospital and First Stage. 

GOOD NEIGHBOR DAY 
EVENT

January 14, 2017

Attendees: 40





Followed by an Extended Talkback about Martin Luther King, Jr., 
led by First Stage’s Education Department.

MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. DAY
Pay What You Choose performance

January 16, 2017

Attendees: 120



GALLERY NIGHT & ARTIST MARKET
January 20, 2017, 5:00 to 9:00 pm





In collaboration with First Stage, the Milwaukee Youth Symphony 
Orchestra, and the Milwaukee Historical Society, a lively presentation 
and panel discussion to explore the importance of jazz in building 
community. Moderated by Ben Barbera, Milwaukee County Historical 
Society curator, with music by Sheri Williams Pannell and MYSO’s 
Bronzeville Jazz Quartet. Panelists and special guests included legends 
Manty Ellis, Carl Allen, Cliff Gribble and Billy Johnson.

MILWAUKEE JAZZ – THEN AND NOW
Panel Conversation

January 21, 2017, 5:30 to 7:30 pm

Attendees: 30







Facilitated conversation on the Jewish and African American common 
history in Bronzeville and how these two communities can work 
together to help solve Milwaukee’s racism and segregation. Presented 
by the African Heritage Jewish Community Dialogue, First Stage, and the 
Jewish Community Relations Council of the Milwaukee Jewish 
Federation, in partnership with Congregation Sinai, Jewish Museum 
Milwaukee, and the NAACP-Milwaukee Branch.

BLACK–JEWISH RELATIONS IN MILWAUKEE
Extended Talkback

January 21, 2017

Attendees: 110





OUR MKE COMMUNITY THEN AND NOW

Intergenerational Talkback

January 25, 2017

immediately followed school performance

Moderated by Sheri Williams Pannell. Special guests included local 

community leaders Fred Reed and Dr. Harry Oden, and Milwaukee 

native and jazz artist Cliff Gribble.

Attendees: 85





I AM A BOY OF COLOR
Extended Talkback
Jan. 28 & Feb. 4, 2017

Presented by local author and 
community leader Deanna Singh.

Attendees: 95 and 70



POLICE–COMMUNITY RELATIONS
Facilitated conversations

with youth and police officers
February 3, 2017

Performance immediately followed.

Attendees: 59 teens – 93 total, including facilitators and police officers. 8 Circles, 7-8 teens per circle.







Sales Category Percent to 
forecast No. tickets sold

Single tickets 95.19% 2,008
Single Ticket Exchanges 81
Subscriptions 56.76% 832
Sub Ticket Exchanges 355
Public groups 282.49% 632
Public Comps 645
School Comps 472
Schools 95.94% 7,399
Totals 91.79% 12,424

WELCOME TO BRONZEVILLE
Tickets Sold



WELCOME TO BRONZEVILLE:
A guide to Bronzeville 

and surrounding neighborhoods

Distributed to families who attended 
the public performances and to teachers 

who attended school performances
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Map of Bronzeville and Surrounding Neighborhoods
Brewers Hill
1. Carver Academy of  
 Mathematics and Science 
2. Greater Milwaukee Foundation
3. Manpower Group
4. Milwaukee Bucks
5. Schlitz Office Park*
6. St. Marcus Lutheran School  
 and Church
7. United Way of Greater  
 Milwaukee & Waukesha County*

Halyard Park
8. America’s Black Holocaust  
 Museum (currently closed)*
9. Beckum Stapleton  
 Little League
10. Carver Park  
 (formerly Lapham Park)**
11. Garfields 502
12. Lapham Park building**
13. Milwaukee Techforce  
 Training Center  
 and Adult Learning Center

14. St. Francis Church
15. St. Paul Church of the 
 First Born (formerly 
 Calvary Baptist Church)**

Harambee
16. All Peoples Church*
17. Alma Center
18. Clinton Rose Park
19. Clinton Rose Senior Center*
20. Gingerbread Land
21. Milwaukee Urban League*
22. Northcott Neighborhood 
 House*
23. Oliver Wendell Holmes School
24. Peace Park & Garden
25. Rufus King International  
 Middle School
26. Savoy’s

Haymarket
27. Alliance High School**
28. Elm Creative Arts*
29. Golda Meir*

30. Haymarket**
31. Hillside Family  
 Resource Center
32. J.H. Findorff & Sons
33. Mardak Center Boys  
 & Girls Club
34. Milwaukee Youth Arts  
 Center*
35. Pieper Hillside  
 Boys & Girls Club*
36. Plymouth apartments
37. Redline Milwaukee
38. Roosevelt Creative Arts  
 Middle School*
39. Salvation Army Emergency  
 Lodge and Social Services
40. Sojourner Family  
 Peace Center*
41. Urban Beets Cafe and Juice
 

Johnsons Park
42. Alice’s Garden*
43. Brown Street Academy
44. Cross Lutheran Church*
45. House of Peace*

46. Johnsons Park
47. Milwaukee County  
 Transit System
48. Shalom High School

King Drive
49. Benedict Center
50. Big Eazy 
51. Birdsong’s 
52. Bruno’s Floral Shop
53. Career Youth Development
54. Clara Mohammed School
55. Department of Natural  
 Resources 
56. DreamBikes
57. Fein Brothers
58. Gee’s Clippers
59. Glorious Malone’s  
 Fine Sausage
60. Growing Power Cafe 
61. Jazale’s Art Studio
62. King Drive Commons*, 
 Gallery & Studio
63. Martin Luther King Library
64. MLK Heritage Health Center

65. Milwaukee Times
66. North Shore Bank
67. Northern Chocolate Co.
68. PEARLS for Teen Girls*
69. Pete’s Fruit Market*
70. Skybox Sports Bar 
71. Tamarack Waldorf  
 High School
72.  Urban Economic Development  
 Association 
73. United States Post Office
74. YWCA*

Lindsay Heights
75. Columbia Playground 
76. Ezekiel Gillespie  
 Pocket Park
77. Greater Galilee  
 Baptist Church
78. North Division High School
79. Phyllis Wheatley School
80. Tastee Twist
81. Terry McCormick Gallery  
 of Contemporary and  
 Fine Folk Art

Walnut Way
82. Bethel Baptist Church
83. Columbia Savings & Loan**
84. Feeding America Eastern  
 Wisconsin
85. Fondy Food Market
86. Galst Food
87. Innovations and  
 Wellness Commons
88. Jake’s Delicatessen 
89. The Juice Kitchen
90. Home Gr/Own’s Sunshine Park
91. Milwaukee College Prep
92. Neu Life Community  
 Resource Center*
93. Northside YMCA
94. Prince Hall Masonic Temple
95. Running Rebels Community  
 Organization*
96. Seaway Bank
97. Social Development  
 Commission 
98. Speed Queen Bar-B-Q
99. The Tandem
100. Walnut Way Conservation Corp*

* Featured locations  **Historic Locations (find descriptions below)

Featured  
Locations 
The organizations featured here 
shape community life in today’s 
neighborhoods.
     Organizations not featured on 
the map that are making essential 
contributions to the area include 
Friends of Bronzeville, Harambee 
Great Neighborhood Initiative, 
Johnsons Park Neighborhood Associa-
tion, King Drive BID, Martin Luther 
King EDC, and Riverworks Center.

All People’s Church |  2600 N 2nd St
This church and its congregation 
have played a major role in Mil-
waukee’s social justice movement, 
bringing together Milwaukeeans 
from all backgrounds.

America’s Black Holocaust Museum
Dr. James T. Cameron opened ABHM 
in 1988 to educate the public on 
the harmful legacies of slavery  
in America and promote racial  
repair, reconciliation, and  
healing. The museum closed in 
2008, but will reopen soon in  
a brand new building at the  
original location.

Boys & Girls Clubs of Greater Milwaukee 
In the 1950s, the Dubois kids  
enjoyed going to the Booker T. Wash-
ington YMCA where they played sports 
and hung out with friends. Today, 
neighborhood kids looking for a fun 
and safe place look no further than 
the Pieper Hillside Boys & Girls 
Club. Offices for all of the Boys  

& Girls Clubs in Milwaukee are also 
in the area, at the Mardak Center.

Golda Meir, Elm Creative Arts, and  
Roosevelt Creative Arts Middle School
Whether students’ interests are 
creative, academic, or both, 
these schools strive to put young 
Milwaukeeans on the path to  
success, a worthy extension  
of Bronzeville’s legacy. 

House of Peace|  1702 W Walnut St
The House of Peace was founded  
by Capuchin Friar Brother Booker 
Ashe in 1968 to serve the most 
challenged in Milwaukee. They’re 
still active in the community, 
serving the hungry and homeless.

King Drive Commons  
Over the past ten years, the King 
Drive Commons have transformed 
MLK Drive between Center and 
Locust, bringing new residents, 
businesses, and hope to the  
Harambee neighborhood.

Lapham Park residential building | 1901 N 6th St
This building is home to many 
elders who grew up in Bronzeville. 
Its basement has been transformed 
into “Lower Walnut” where the 
memory of Bronzeville is honored 
throughout, with historic photos 
and details echoing the original 
neighborhood.

Milwaukee Urban League | 435 W North Ave
Started in 1919, MUL helped  
newly relocated African American  
families adjust to life in Mil- 
waukee. They still provide work-

force development, training, 
education, and more.

Milwaukee Youth Arts Center | 325 W Walnut St
Continuing the area’s tradition 
of arts and culture, MYAC is home 
to First Stage and the Milwaukee  
Youth Symphony Orchestra. These, 
and other youth organizations 
that rent space at MYAC for  
rehearsals and performances, 
are preparing new generations to 
write bright chapters in the story 
that Milwaukee deserves.

Northcott Neighborhood House | 2460 N 6th St
Since the early 1960s, generations 
of Harambee residents have found a 
second home here, participating  
in their programs for youth and 
adults. Every year, they lead  
organizing for Milwaukee’s  
Juneteenth celebration.

Pearls for Teen Girls | 1805 N King Dr
This organization provides young 
women opportunities to further  
their education and build 
self-esteem, leading to better 
life choices and a chance to  
realize their full potential. 

Running Rebels | 1300 W Fond Du Lac Ave
Founded in 1980, Running Rebels 
provides positive outlets for youth 
through recreation, education, arts 
programming, mentorship, employ-
ment training, and more.

Schlitz Office Park | 1555 N Rivercenter Dr
This extensive campus was once 
used to brew the famous Schlitz 
Beer. Today, its beautifully 

remodeled buildings house groups 
like the Milwaukee Bucks, the 
Greater Milwaukee Foundation,  
and many others. In fact, there 
are more jobs here than when the 
buildings was a brewery.

Sojourner Family Peace Center |  619 W Walnut St
In their brand new facility,  
Sojourner provides education  
and resources to keep families  
and young people safe from  
domestic violence. 

United Way of Greater Milwaukee  
and Waukesha County | 225 W Vine St
Located in a building that was once 
a stable for the Schlitz Brewery,  
United Way works on crucial community 
issues and helps make Milwaukee  
a stronger city.

Walnut Way Conservation Corp. | 2240 N 17th St
A leader in urban revitalization, 
the organization collaborates 
with neighbors and groups to create  
a community where residents have 
access to quality education and 
healthcare and own successful 
businesses; a community where 
neighbors tend their own gardens, 
cook healthy foods, take care of 
each other and, together, enjoy 
neighborhood festivals and events 
throughout the year.

YWCA of Southeast Wisconsin | 1915 N King Dr
The YWCA’s mission is to eliminate  
racism, empower women, and promote  
peace, justice, freedom, and dig-
nity for all. Their headquarters 
are located on Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr. Drive, an ideal location 
to continue his legacy.

Historic  
Locations  
These places are settings or were 
mentioned in WELCOME TO BRONZEVILLE. 

Columbia Savings and Loan
2020 W Fond Du Lac Ave
Since 1924, this important finan-
cial institution has made loans 
to African American homeowners 
and businesses. This was par-
ticularly important in fueling 
Bronzeville’s growth, as they 
served black customers even when 
other banks wouldn’t.

The Haymarket
New buildings occupy this location,  
but during the Bronzeville days 
the Haymarket was an open space 
with produce vendors, food 
stands, and more. As seen in  
the play, it was an important 
gathering place where folks  
would hang out, eat, or catch  
up with friends. 

Lapham Park and Lapham Park Social Center
911 W Brown St & 850 W Walnut St
In WELCOME TO BRONZEVILLE, the Du-
bois kids went to the pool at Lapham 
Park for diving lessons from cham-
pion athlete Sylvester Sims. Lapham 
Park was later renamed Carver Park 
and is home to Beckum Stapleton Lit-
tle League. The Lapham Park Social 
Center is now Alliance High School, 
which offers a safe space to stu-
dents who have been bullied. 

Regal Theater (not on map)
8th & Walnut
No longer standing, the Regal 
Theater was a crown jewel of 
Bronzeville. As a venue for music 
and theater, as you saw in the 
play, the Regal was the center of 
Milwaukee’s black cultural life.

St. Paul Church of the First Born  
(formerly Calvary Baptist Church)
1727 N 4th St
The Dubois family attends this 
church. Faith played a central 
role in the lives of Bronzeville 
families, with churches function-
ing as pillars of community and 
social life.

IMPORTANT COMMUNITY STORIES are expressed through 
public artworks and architecture. Murals, sculptures, 
and buildings portray honored history, leaders, and 
ideas that have shaped the community and continue to 
guide life in the area. Each photo here presents a small 
piece of a neighborhood treasure.
 These creations were meant to be seen in person.  
We invite you to go out and experience the whole picture 
while exploring the neighborhood with your family! 
 While on your hunt, be on the lookout for interesting 
tidbits in between. We could not include everything in 
this limited space, so there’s plenty more to discover.

Annual Events 
 

BRONZEVILLE’S BEAUTY was on full display 
when community members gathered to cele-
brate together, and today’s community  
is no different. Whether it’s newer  
celebrations or longstanding traditions, 
the neighborhood comes alive with music, 
dance, art, and food at events throughout 
the year. Attend these events to feel the 
spirit of Bronzeville for yourself! 

Spring
• MKE Black Restaurant Week
• Fondy Food Market
• Harambee Community Market 

 Summer
• Juneteenth Day Celebration
• Beckum-Stapleton Little League season 
• “We Got This” Garden
• Garfield Ave Blues, Jazz, Gospel & Arts Festival 
• Bronzeville Week

Fall
• Walnut Way’s Harvest Day
• Riverworks Week

Winter
• Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Day  

at the MLK Library
• Black History Month
• Daddy Daughter Dance
• BLACK NATIVITY, the musical by Langston 

Hughes, a Black Arts MKE production

Music & the Arts
 

MUSIC AND THE ARTS were Bronzeville’s heart 
and soul. Neighborhood theaters and clubs 
hosted a steady stream of national performers, 
as well as a wealth of homegrown talent.  
Today, from art exhibits to jazz and hip hop 
to theater and dance, a number of artists 
regularly work in the Bronzeville area. In 
order to experience their creative expres-
sions, keep an eye out for these groups:

Dance
• Ina Onilu Drum and Dance Ensemble
• Ko-Thi Dance Company
• O.N.F.Y.A.H. dance group
• Signature Dance Company

Theater and Performing Arts
• Black Arts MKE
• Bronzeville Arts Ensemble
• Hansberry-Sands Theatre Company
• Heal the Hood Collective
• Stillwater Collective

Visual
• Jazale’s Art Studio
• King Drive Commons Gallery
• MKE Black Arts Week
• RedLine Milwaukee

Youth and Children
• African American Children’s Theater
• First Stage
• Milwaukee Youth Symphony Orchestra  

and their Bronzeville Jazz Quintet

Bronzeville  
Treasure Hunt 

START!

1  The Flight and the Fight for Freedom
Artist: Ammar Nsoroma
Location: I-43 underpass at Fond Du Lac Ave
Description: This mural depicts the quests for freedom 
of Caroline Quarles and Joshua Glover. Both 
escaped slavery in the South and their paths 
intersected in Milwaukee, where abolitionists 
helped them attain freedom in Canada. 

2  Lifeworks I and Lifeworks II
Artist: Brad Bernard and George Gist 
Location: House of Peace (1702 W Walnut St)
Description: This mural features a wide range of 
grassroots organizers and local political 
figures. It also includes Brother Booker T. 
Ashe, founder of House of Peace.

3  Adinkra tiles
Artist: Muneer Bahaudeen & students from Roosevelt Middle School
Location: I-43 overpass on Walnut St bridge
Description: Ceramic Adinkra symbols are displayed along the Walnut 
Street bridge, with plaques at each end offering explanations of 
the symbols and a detailed history of Bronzeville. Originally 
created by the Ashanti tribe from West Africa, Adinkra symbols 
are visual representations of values, ideas, and proverbs.  
Go online to see all of the Adinkra symbols and pick one that 
resonates most with you.

4  Golda Meir School
Location: 1555 N King Dr
Description: Some of Milwaukee’s most  
beautiful buildings are its public 
schools. The building featuring this 
particular sign was built in 1890. 

5  Schlitz tower
Location: King Dr & Galena St
Description: Elaborate architectural 
details like this one are found 
throughout the area. What makes 
them more impressive is the 
amount of care required to keep 
them looking like new, year 
after year.

7  Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.
Artist: Erik Blome 
Location: King Dr (near Vine St)
Description: This bronze statue of  
a great activist and leader is accom-
panied by one of his quotes: “I have the 
audacity to believe that people every- 
where can have three meals a day for 
their bodies, education and culture for 
their minds, and dignity, equality,  
and justice for their spirits.”

8  Life’s Garden
Artist: Catherine Lottes and Evelyn Patricia Terry
Location: Lapham Park (6th St & Reservoir St)
Description: Glass for this mosaic was salvaged from the Plankinton  
House Hotel. The designs were created during workshops 
with youth and elders living in the Bronzeville area.

9  St. Francis Church
Location: 1927 N 4th St
Description: There are many 
beautiful churches in the 
area, each with a different  
personality. While you’re 
traveling through the neigh-
borhood, look for churches 
large and small.

10  Fein Brothers
Location: 2007 N King Dr
Description: It’s easy to drive or walk by 
a building without noticing a subtle, 
yet beautiful detail like this one. These 
kinds of patterns are common in the area — 
look carefully!

12  Engine Company No 21
Location: Palmer & Lloyd Sts

Description: There are many inter-
esting homes and buildings away 
from the main streets. Look out 
for items of interest, like this 

one, on side streets between 
destinations.

13  Birds 
Location: 2215 N King Dr

Description: On the way to get 
a haircut from well-known 

barbershop Gee’s Clippers, 
patrons who look up are 
treated to an intricate 
carved bird scene. What 
birds can you identify?

14  The Patchwork 
Artist: Ammar Nsoroma
Location: 5th St & North Ave
Description: This mural depicts a  
collection of historic African 
American leaders in Milwaukee. 
The patchwork quilt represents  
the passing of stories from one 
generation to the next.

16  Celebrate the Arts 
Artist: Reynaldo Hernandez
Location: 7th St & North Ave
Description: One of Milwaukee’s most recognizable 
murals, this artwork is a tribute to diverse 
art forms that thrived in Bronzeville…  
and even includes a self-portrait!

20  Greater Galilee Baptist Church  
Location: 2432 N Teutonia Ave
Description: Many churches in the area  
have stained glass windows that look  
beautiful from the outside and even  
more impressive from the inside.  
This church was once a Synagogue.  
How can you tell?

23  Bank statement  
Location: 2710 N King Dr
Description: Many buildings incorporate proverbs or 
sayings in their architecture. This former bank 
building includes a striking quote written in 
stone. What do you think the quote means?

25  Clinton Rose Park mural  
Artist: Reynaldo Hernandez
Location: 5th St & Chambers St
Description: This mural celebrates the park’s cultural 
history, including images of residents, athletes,  
musicians, and Bernice Rose, the park’s namesake.  
The mural is one hundred feet long, with one hundred  
additional feet to be added every four years.

24  Peace Park & Garden  
Artist: TRUE Skool

Location: 5th St & Locust St
Description:  This active community garden 
is also home to a “graffiti cube” with 

vibrant art on four of its sides created 
by local artists.

22  Lifeworks III: Victory Over Violence  
Artist: Brad Bernard
Location: Clarke St & King Dr
Description: Along with the garden beds and seating area, 
this artwork revitalizes an empty lot at Victory 
Over Violence Park. The mural features clients and 
staff of Career Youth Development, a deeply-rooted 
community organization in Harambee.

21  All Peoples Garden  
Location: All Peoples Church (2600 N 2nd St)
Description: This community garden has come alive with 
garden beds, a stone path, and paintings.

18  Caring Neighbors Make Good Communities 
Artist: Alisha Dall’Osto, with Artworks for Milwaukee appren-
tices Joseph Routs, La Quita Walker, Aaron Reed, Tina 
Bounds, Lee Wilson, Kayla Rojas, and Marcelles Brown
Location: Walnut Way (2240 N 17th St)
Description: This mural depicts Walnut Way neighbors living 
vibrant, productive lives.

19  Kindred Ties 
Artist: Evelyn Patricia Terry

Location: North Ave & Fond du Lac Ave
Description: Created by a team of Milwaukee artists led by 

Evelyn Patricia Terry, this artwork is fused with a bus 
shelter at a busy intersection. It depicts nurturing  

families and spiritual awareness in the African 
American community.

15  Voices from the  
Community: Visions  

for Milwaukee 
Artists: Laci Coppins  

and Stephanie Barenz
Location: 6th St & North Ave

Description: To create this tempo-
rary public art installation, 
the artists collaborated with 

5th-8th grade students from St. 
Marcus Lutheran School. This 
piece expresses what the next 
generation wants for our city.

17  STITCH Milwaukee mural 
Artists: Zari Janelle Blackmon, Audrey Connor, Francisco Contreras, Josh 

DelColle, Chloe Hernandez, Kimberly Loper, Kayla Martinez, Yvette 
Murrell, Ammar Nsoroma, Daisy Romero, Linda Serna, Barb Whaley

Location: Alice’s Garden (2136 N 21st St)
Description: This mural was created by a group of community  
members and artists involved with STITCH Milwaukee,  
an organization that connects people across Milwaukee  
through creative expression. It explores the impact of  
segregation in the artists’ own lives. This mural has  

another half, located on César Chavez Drive.

26  The Gift 
Artist: George Gist
Location: Wisconsin Black Historical  
Society and Museum (2620 W Center St)
Description: This vivid mural is a  
celebration of African American  
contributions to American culture.

6  First Flight
Artist: Richard Taylor
Location: Milwaukee Youth Arts Center (325 W Walnut St)
Description: Standing approximately 25 feet tall, this sculpture was 
donated to First Stage in 2012, on their 25th Anniversary. The sculp-
ture was based on interviews with First Stage participants and its 
shapes are intended to convey confidence and strength in diversity.

11  Building tops on King Drive
Location: 2034 N King Dr

Description: All along King Drive, don’t forget to look up! 
The second and third stories of buildings have 
eye-catching architecture. Many buildings 
include the year they were built along  

with the builder’s name.

Find your own! 
This isn’t a complete list of treasures.  
We could not include them all in our limited 
space. Find your own treasure, photograph 
it, and add it here! New artworks are  
created all the time, which means the 
treasure hunt never ends. Visit often!

FINISH!



THE STORY OF MILWAUKEE’S 
Bronzeville began over 100 
years ago when a small group 
of African American families 
moved to Milwaukee after the 
Civil War. During World War I, 
increasing numbers moved from 

farms in southern states like 
Mississippi, Alabama, and 
Arkansas to northern states 
like Wisconsin. Their hope 
was to find higher-paying  
factory jobs, in addition  
to escaping Jim Crow 

segregation and providing 
new opportunities for their 
families. This was called  
the First Great Migration.
 At the time, Milwaukee’s 
tanneries, foundries, and 
factories were bustling with 
activity, turning raw mate-
rials into finished products 
like leather goods, engines, 

auto frames, and machinery 
used in the war. In fact, 
Milwaukee was nicknamed the 
Machine Shop of the World.
 A larger wave of Southerners 
came north during World War II 
in the Second Great Migration. 
In 1900, Milwaukee’s African Amer-
ican population was about 900, 
growing to over 20,000 by 1950.
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Coming to Milwaukee

THE HIGHWAY SYSTEM is a fact 
of life in present day Milwaukee,  
but it was built at a grave cost.
  Plans to connect I-43 from 
north to south began in 1963, but  
Bronzeville stood in the way.  
As a result, hundreds of build-
ings and houses in the original 

neighborhood were demolished, 
uprooting people from their busi- 
nesses and homes, and dividing 
the community physically  
and spiritually.
 By the 1970s, the process 
known as deindustrialization 
began. Products that were 

once made in Milwaukee were 
now being produced in the 
suburbs and around the world, 
greatly reducing the number 
of good-paying jobs.
 African Americans were  
especially hard hit, as 43%  
of men worked as industrial  
laborers at the time. By 
2001, Milwaukee had lost over 
82,000 jobs, almost 70% of its 

manufacturing jobs. The engine 
that drove Bronzeville’s pros-
perity was largely dismantled.

BRONZEVILLE’S NEXT CHAPTERS 
are being written.
 Neighbors and community 
leaders are working together 
to bring new energy to this 
beloved African American  
community: local entrepreneurs  
are opening businesses along 
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.  
Drive and surrounding commer-
cial corridors; community  
organizations are helping 
create stronger neighborhoods; 

and arts and culture are 
making a comeback, with  
new venues for visual and  
performing arts.
  While many of the original 
homes and buildings are gone, 
the spirit of Bronzeville 
is being carried forward by 
neighboring communities, with 
much to celebrate in Brewers 
Hill, Halyard Park, Harambee, 
Haymarket, Johnsons Park, 
Lindsay Heights, and Walnut 

Way. For that reason, this 
Guide to Bronzeville also 
highlights these neighborhoods.
  To really understand where 
the community is headed, go out 
and discover for yourself!

Doors were always open. You could 
go in someone’s house and leave a 
note that said: “I got some sugar, 
I got a cup of flour” and then  
you signed your name. There was  
a sense of accountability. 
–––Fred Reed

There’s a lot of beauty in this community. By telling the Bronzeville 
story, I hope to inspire young people and families of all races to forge 
their own journey of self-discovery, re-examine the choices they make, 
be more thoughtful to one another, and find ways to connect with and 
celebrate their unique cultural heritages.
–––Sheri Williams Pannell, playwright and director of First Stage’s 
WELCOME TO BRONZEVILLE

“Knocked it down. It just tore us 
up... It was really a good commu-
nity... Freeway split us up!  
It really did.” –––Delores Riley

Rediscovering Bronzeville

“It just tore us up...”

Bronzeville’s Golden Era Bronzeville’s most popular  
attraction was its jazz 
clubs. Jazz legends came to 
town to hear local musicians 
play Milwaukee’s distinctive 
jazz-and-blues style.

THE MID-20TH CENTURY was a 
time of prosperity and ca-
maraderie in this community 
that also welcomed European  
immigrants and Jews. But 
Milwaukee was deeply segre-
gated and African Americans 
were often discriminated 
against in communities with 
predominantly European back-
grounds. In fact, the music 
greats who visited Milwaukee 
stayed at boarding houses or 
with friends in Bronzeville 
because they were not welcome 
at many white-owned venues.

  The Golden Era of Bronze-
ville embodied a great pride 
and promise felt by African 
American families in Milwaukee, 
in spite of segregation.

DURING THE 1940S, 50S AND 60S, 
Milwaukee’s black community 
prospered. While industrial  
jobs were exhausting and 
sometimes dangerous, higher 
incomes meant a realistic 
path to the middle class for 
African American families. 
Men worked in major companies 
like the Milwaukee Road, A.O. 
Smith, Allis Chalmers, Briggs 
& Stratton, Allen-Bradley, 
Harnischfeger, Pfister & Vogel 
Tannery, American Motors, 
and the breweries — Schlitz, 
Pabst, Miller, and Blatz.
 And so, Bronzeville became 
a destination where life 
was good and promised to get 
better. Family, community, 
faith, work, and education 
were pillars of life in this 
tight-knit community.

AT THE HEART OF BRONZEVILLE 
was Walnut Street, a thriving  
corridor of restaurants, 
barbershops, beauty parlors, 
record stores, tailors,  
jewelers, hotels, law firms, 
and the beautiful Regal 
Theater. At its peak, there 
were about 180 black-owned 
businesses.

Neighbors weren’t just neighbors,  
they were guardians that watched 
out for each other. When someone 
else’s child [misbehaved], 
whoever happened to be a witness 
would reprimand that child in 
place of the parents. The com- 
munity strengthened itself with 
the protection of each other.  
–––Patrice Tate

When Louis Armstrong, Count 
Basie, Duke Ellington, Frank 
Foster, and all the great jazz 
musicians came to town — and Ella 
Fitzgerald, Billie, and Bessie 
— first thing they did when they 
finished with their gigs downtown 
was to come up to Walnut Street. 
They’d had good food there and a 
spiritual and social life.  
–––Reuben Harpole, Historian and 
Honorary Mayor of Bronzeville

Daddy answered an ad for a 
chemist at Schlitz Brewery. 
Daddy’s name was Jackson Alex-
ander Riley. They thought they 
had a white man until he walked 
in the door. And after he walked 
in, of course, the job was no 
longer available. He had a degree 
in botany from the University of 
Iowa! Yet he ended up as a porter 
for the old Hartman’s grocery 
store which was down on Third and 
State. –––Delores Riley

It was the little adventures that made Bronzeville special. For the 
characters in WELCOME TO BRONZEVILLE, daily life was filled with 
surprises found while shopping on Walnut Street, enjoying music at 
the Regal Theater, playing in Lapham Park, or spending time with 
friends at the Haymarket or the Booker T. Washington YMCA.  
     The spirit of Bronzeville lives on in today’s neighborhoods. To 
feel their sense of community, visit these places with your family. 
You’ll find your own surprises!

EXPLORE BRONZEVILLE!

1   African American Children’s Theatre
325 W Walnut St
AACT provides opportunities 
for young people to learn about 
their heritage and see positive 
images of African American life.

2   Alice’s Garden | 2136 N 21st St
Occupying an entire city block, 
this space filled with life  
is tended by diverse groups  
of people and hosts community  
events during the growing seasons.

3   The Big Eazy | 2053 N King Dr
A taste of Louisiana, right on 
King Drive! The restaurant’s head 
chef moved here from New Orleans 
after Hurricane Katrina, and  
Milwaukee is grateful to have him.

4   DreamBikes | 2021 N King Dr
Stop in if you need a tuneup, 
want to browse bikes, or have an 
old one to donate. DreamBikes 
also employs neighborhood teens 
to gain job skills while they 
learn to repair bikes. 

5   First Stage | 325 W Walnut St
Founded in 1987, First Stage 
is one of the nation’s leading 
theaters for young audiences. 
It has presented over 50 world 
premieres, including WELCOME  
TO BRONZEVILLE, and is home to 
the nation’s largest high-impact  
theater training programs 
for youth. Stop by to learn 
more about year-round Theater 
Academy classes and education 
in-school programming, or pick 
up a schedule of performances.

6   Growing Power Cafe | 2737 N King Dr
Empowering people to grow food 
in urban areas, Growing Power 
has started a “Good Food Revo-
lution” in communities in Mil-
waukee and around the country. 
Visit and taste their locally 
grown produce and healthy and 
delicious menu items!  

7   Jake’s Deli | 1634 W North Ave
Jake’s is a beloved neighborhood  
icon. Since 1955, this Jewish- 
style restaurant has served 
their famous corned beef and 
pastrami sandwiches. Their 
recipe is sought by everyone 
from patrons down the block to 
those from across the city. 

8   Johnsons Park & Underground Railroad 
Wisconsin Historical Marker
1919 W Fond Du Lac Ave
This park was named for Clarence 
and Cleopatra Johnson, owners 
of Ideal Tailors and featured 
in WELCOME TO BRONZEVILLE. In 
the mid-1800s, a farm that stood 
on this land was part of the 
Underground Railroad. Visit the 
historical marker just east of 
the park and learn more about 
the long road to freedom that 
included a stop in Milwaukee. 

9   The Juice Kitchen | 1617 W North Ave
Community never tasted so good! 
The Juice Kitchen’s fresh-pressed 
juices are equal parts yummy and 
nourishing. This space is also an 
important community spot where 
old and new friends meet.

10   Milwaukee Youth Symphony Orchestra  
325 W Walnut St
One of the most successful and 
respected youth orchestra pro-
grams in the nation, every year 
MYSO provides musical training to 
around 1,000 young musicians of 
all backgrounds and experience 
levels. Stop by for a schedule of 
their public performances. 

11   MLK Library  | 310 W Locust St
This Milwaukee Public Library 
branch features a special  
collection of fiction and  
nonfiction books reflecting  
African American life and 
culture, as well as a permanent 
art display inspired by the  
Library’s namesake.

12   Northern Chocolate Co.  | 2034 N King Dr
There are no finer chocolates in 
Milwaukee! Made by an experienced  
local chocolatier, this cozy 
shop features delectable 
flavors and shapes.

13   Pete’s Fruit Market | 2323 N King Dr
Pete’s is bringing fresh 
produce back to the neighbor-
hood. After establishing a 
successful market on the South 
Side, the second location for 
this homegrown business is 
being welcomed with open arms. 

14   Speed Queen Bar-B-Q | 1130 W Walnut St
Speed Queen began in 1956 in 
Bronzeville’s Haymarket using 
secret family recipes. Over the 
years, their food and service 
earned them the loyal hearts 
and stomachs of the community. 
Their Bar-B-Q sauces — a must 
have in every pantry!

15   The Tandem | 1848 W Fond Du Lac Ave
This recently opened restaurant is 
located in a renovated 100-year-
old bar. Their menu includes 
down-to-earth food with fresh-
from-the-earth ingredients!

16   Tastee Twist | 2378 N Teutonia Ave
A neighborhood staple, this 
old-fashioned business is known 
for its delicious ice cream and 
its “twinkle coat” topping and 
lemon ice cream on Sundays.

17   Wisconsin Black Historical Society  
and Museum | 2620 W Center St
Devoted to the experience of 
African American people across 
Wisconsin, this building is 
home to events, permanent and 
rotating exhibits, unique  
artifacts, and documents.

Now that you’ve seen  

WELCOME TO BRONZEVILLE...

You may be wondering about the history of this 
beloved Milwaukee community. You may also be curious 
about where Bronzeville is today...
 This guide will help you explore Bronzeville’s 
past, present, and future. Read more about the 
history, then go out and experience the community  
with your family and friends. Feel the rhythms, taste 
the flavors, discover Bronzeville’s many treasures.
 Then... share the story! And keep in mind, 
Bronzeville is alive — new and exciting things  
are happening and waiting for you to join in.
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SWELCOME TO BRONZEVILLE, a First Stage production written 

and directed by local playwright and dramaturge Sheri 
Williams Pannell, inspired the creation of this Guide.
 Set in 1957, WELCOME TO BRONZEVILLE tells the 
fictional, coming-of-age story of a young African 
American boy, Michael Jr. The play follows Michael 
Jr. as he prepares for a talent show with his siblings 
and cousins, struggles with peer pressure from the 
“Market Square Boys,” and faces the consequences of 
his actions from the firm but fair Sergeant Chaney.
 Michael Jr. receives guidance along his journey 
from family, neighbors, and iconic jazz singer Billie 
Holiday during one of her visits to Milwaukee. Pulsing 
to the beat of jazz and doo-wop, this play explores 
the universal themes of growing up, finding one’s true 
self, and how a community can work together to uplift 
and empower its young people. 
 With input from Bronzeville community elders, 
Sheri Williams Pannell honors this historic and 
revered community, revealing a humorous and touching 
tale of growing up in a truly special place and time.

Thank you!
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